
COURSE CONTENT 
 

Date    : July 2015 
 
Academic Year   : Academic Year 2015/16 
 
Study Year (if applicable) :  
 
Course Code & Title : ES2201 Law & Economics, Sustainable Development, and 

Environmental Protection 
 
Academic Unit   : 3 AU 
 
Pre-requisite   : ES1001 E2S2 Environment and Society 
 
Co-requisite   : None 
 
Mutually exclusive with  : Nil 
 
Course Description  :  
 
The discipline of Law & Economics and its application of economic analysis to law, provides a useful 
framework for understanding and evaluating sustainability and environmental policies. Good 
governance, legal frameworks and incentive structures play important roles in sustainable economic 
development. This course is designed to give students from all disciplines (economics majors and non-
majors) an introduction to law and economics in the context of environmental protection and 
sustainable development.  
 
ES2201 Law & Economics, Sustainable Development, and Environmental Protection 
[Lectures: 19.5 hours ; Tutorials: 19.5 hours ; Pre-requisites: ES1001 ; Co-requisite: None ; Mutually 
exclusive with: Nil ; Academic Unit: 3 AU] 
 
Learning Objective 
- Providing a common understanding and foundation of the discipline of law & economics as applied to 
sustainability 
- Introducing all students to the basic of environmental economics as related to sustainability challenges 
- Introducing all students to the basic of environmental law as related to sustainability challenges 
- Highlighting ideas about sustainable urban development and related regional connections 
- Conveying the importance of sustainability 
- Positively influencing and exciting students about sustainability 
 
Content 
 

Week Course Outline Lecture Hours Tutorial Hours 

1 Introductions: The Business Case for Sustainability 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

2 Introduction to Law & Economics 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

3 US Legal System and Environmental Laws; EU Legal 
System and Environmental Laws 

1.5 hours 1.5 hours 



4 Introduction to Environmental Economics 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

5 Introduction to Corporate Governance and CSR 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

6 The ASEAN Approach to Environmental Protection 
and Sustainability; Introduction to Game Theory 

1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

7 Sustainability 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

8 Sustainable Cities; Applications from Urban 
Economics 

1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

9 A Law & Economics Approach to Property Law 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

10 Introduction to Cost-Benefit Analysis; Law & 
Economics Foundations and Applications of CBA 

1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

11 A Law & Economics Approach to Tort Law 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

12 A Law & Economics Approach to Contract Law 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

13 Revision and Q & A for final exam 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 

 
Learning Outcome 
- Provide students with law & economics critical thinking and skills related to sustainability and 
environmental protection 
- Provide students focused economics tool set related to environmental protection and sustainability 
- Provide students a law and governance framework with which to analyze questions of environmental 
protection and sustainability 
- Provide students with an approach for critical thinking about sustainability that combines several 
disciplines at once 
 
Student Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed by: 
  

 50% coursework (in class tutorial exercises and presentations) 
  The primary component of continuous assessment will be for small student groups to read and 

analyze academic and other topical articles assigned by the instructor that relate to and reinforce 
the lecture material, and to present to the rest of the class during tutorial sessions a presentation of 
their articles. Each student group will cover a number of articles throughout the course of the term, 
taking turns to cover and present each week's topics and articles, and dependent on final class size. 
Students will be graded based on how well they understand the materials given as well as how they 
communicate it to their peers via their presentations.  

 
  There will also be a 10 page term paper assignment that will be due the final week of class. The 

topics for the paper will be on analyzing a current day environment or sustainability topic that has to 
be approved by the lecturer.  

 

 50% final exam  
  Students will be required to write a short essay based on what they have learned for the final exam 
 
Resources/Textbooks/References 
 
Law and Economics, 6th Edition (Prentice Hall 2011), by Thomas Ulen and Robert Cooter.  
(All other required readings not from the main textbook will be posted) 


